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Juvenile case file information received by an authorized recipient shall be safeguarded from 
unauthorized access or disclosure and shall not be further released to any person or agency not 
authorized to receive such information by statute, court order, or other lawful process. No person 
or entity may copy or inspect confidential psychological, medical or educational information 
absent an order from the Presiding Judge of the Juvenile Court. 

The disclosure of juvenile case files, the exchange of information between and among agencies 
concerned with court matters effecting children, the presence of persons at Juvenile Court 
proceedings and media coverage of Juvenile Court matters shall be governed by Welfare and 
Institutions Code Section 827, California Rules of Court 5.552, Local Rules under Section 903 
and this Administrative Order. 

A. INFORMATION REGARDING JUVENILE CASE FILES MAY BE OBTAINED 
AND DISSEMINATED UNDER THE FOLLOWING CIRCUMSTANCES: 

1. Information Sharing 

The Orange County Juvenile Court authorizes the exchange of information concerning current 
and former wards and dependents amongst all private or public agencies providing case 
planning, eligibility, and/or services delivered. This authorization includes, but is not limited to, 
the Orange County Probation Department, the Orange County Social Services Agency, the 
Orange County Health Care Agency, the Orange County Department of Education, the Regional 
Center of Orange County, and local schools. This authorization is contingent upon a need for 
information as it pertains to the conduct of official activities only. 

If a doubt has been declared as to a minor's competency pursuant to WlC 709, this order applies 
upon filing of the petition. 



2. Victims 

Pursuant to Sections 730.6 and 730.7 ofthe Welfare and Institutions Code and Section 1214 of 
the Penal Code, the victim(s) is entitled to obtain all information allowed by law to pursue 
collection of restitution as if it were a money judgment. Upon authorization of the victim, the 
Orange County Probation Department is authorized to provide the victim(s) with a recorded 
abstract of judgment in order to enforce any restitution order pursuant to Penal Code 1214(b). 

3. Discoverable Documents 

On Dependency matters only, in order to promote the efficient exchange of discoverable 
documents, the Social Service Agency may attach police reports, medical records, and other 
documents to reports filed with the Court and such attached documents shall be deemed 
reproduced in full within the body of the report itself, for the purposes of determining the 
admissibility of the information contained in such documents, within the meaning of Welfare and 
Institutions Code, section 355, and In re Malinda S. (1990) 51 Cal.3d 368. All parties retain all 
rights to object to the admissibility of all or a portion of the information contained in such 
documents, only to the extent that a party could object had the information been reproduced in 
the body of the report itself. With respect to any attachments to reports, Social Service Agency 
shall ensure compliance with all applicable statutes, rules or regulations regarding the 
confidentiality of such records and/or the information contained therein, including, but not 
limited to: pursuant to Penal Code, sections 293, 11167, 11167.5, and the Health Insurance 
Portability Act (HIP AA). Upon request by any party or on its own motion, a juvenile court 
judicial officer may order that all or a portion of any attachments to reports be sealed, placed in a 
confidential envelope; or any information contained within any attachments be redacted; or 
dissemination of any attachments or information contained therein be restricted, pursuant to 
Welfare and Institutions Code, section 827. 

4. Social Security Benefits 

The Probation Department and the Social Services Agency may release juvenile case file 
information to the Social Security Administration for purposes of securing benefits for wards or 
dependents. 

5. Law Enforcement Agencies 

As to Delinquency matters only, information may be furnished by any law enforcement agency 
to any law enforcement agency, including the sharing of information by one law enforcement 
agency with another and the maintenance of the Sheriff's Central Juvenile Index. When the 
disposition of a minor taken into custody is available, it shall be included with any information 
disclosed. Information may include crime reports, arrest reports, fingerprints, and photographs. 
Information may be furnished to the United States Department of Defense, Investigative Service. 

a. California Department of Justice 

Information may be furnished to the State of California Department of Justice; however, the 
Department of Justice shall not knowingly transmit to any person or agency any information 



relating to an arrest or taking into custody of a minor at the time of the arrest or taking into 
custody, unless that information also includes the result disposition. This section shall not be 
construed to prohibit the Department of Justice from transmitting fingerprints, photographs, 
or physical description and identification data of a minor to a law enforcement agency for the 
purpose of obtaining identification of the minor or from requesting the history of the minor 
from the agency. 

b. Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Information may be supplied to the Federal Bureau of Investigation provided that a 
disposition has been made and the minor has been declared a ward of the Juvenile Court 
pursuant to Welfare and Institutions Code 602 for a violation which might be punishable as a 
felony if committed by an adult. 

c. Gang Membership 

All school districts, police departments, the Orange County Probation Department, and the 
Orange County District Attorney, may release information to each other regarding any minor 
when any person employed by such a department, office or school district, who is requesting 
information, indicates he or she has a reasonable belief that the minor is a gang member or at 
significant risk of becoming a gang member. The parental notification requirements of 
Section 49077 of the Education Code are not applicable to oral or written communications 
made pursuant to this order, if there is a reasonable possibility that notification would thwart 
the purpose for which the information is exchanged. 

d. Penal Code Section 186.22 

Juvenile Court records of a ward or former ward may be made available to the District 
Attorney for purposes of prosecuting violations of the Street Terrorism Enforcement and 
Prevention Act, Section 186.22 of the Penal Code. 

e. Penal Code Section 667 

Juvenile Court records of a ward or former ward may be made available to the District 
Attorney for purposes of prosecuting repeat offenders under the "three strikes" law, Section 
667 of the Penal Code. 

6. Military Recruiters 

Information may be furnished to military recruiters upon presentation of the minor's written 
consent. 

7. Child Death Review Team 

Information including but not limited to autopsy reports, criminal records, mental health records, 
physical health records, drug or alcohol information and reports, child abuse reports, and 
dependency case information may be shared with and amongst members of the Orange County 



Child Death Review Team. Team members must be advised on confidentiality guideline and 
sign a confidentially statement. 

8. Foreign Consulates 

The Court authorizes the release and exchange of information concerning minors of foreign 
nationality who are wards or dependents of the Juvenile Court, are subject of a petition to declare 
the minor a ward or are the subject of an application for such petition, to the Consulate of the 
appropriate Government for the purpose of: 

a. Establishing the minor's true name, date of birth, and legal residence, 

b. To contact the minor's parents. 

c. To assist the deputy probation officer or social worker in the preparation of a social study 
and provide any criminal record the minor may have in his/her native country, 

d. To ascertain the financial status of the minor and family as it applied to the ability to pay 
restitution and legal expenses, 

e. To conduct necessary interviews to expedite the process of the immediate return of the 
minor to his/her native country in those cases where no further legal proceedings are deemed 
necessary either by screening of the Orange County Probation Department or rejection of the 
pending petition by the Orange County District Attorney. 

B. JUVENILE CASE FILES MAY BE INSPECTED BUT NOT COPIED WITHOUT A 
COURT ORDER BY: 

1. A member of the child's multidisciplinary teams, person or agency providing treatment or 
supervision of the child; 

2. A court-appointed investigator who is actively participating in a guardianship case involving 
a child pursuant to the Probate Code, and acting within the scope of his/her duties in that case; 

3. A local child support agency for the purposes of establishing paternity and establishing and 
enforcing child support orders; 

4. An Indian child's tribe, if the tribe has intervened in the child's case; 

5. A Court Appointed Special Advocate, or CASA Administrative Personnel 

C. JUVENILE CASE FILES MAY BE INSPECTED AND COPIED BY: 

1. The district attorney, a city attorney, or a city prosecutor authorized to prosecute criminal or 
juvenile cases under the law; 

2. The child who is the subject of the proceeding; 



3. The child's parent(s); 

4. The child's guardian(s); 

5. An attorney for a party, including any trial court or appellate attorney representing a party in 
the juvenile proceeding or related appellate proceeding; 

6. A judges, referee, other hearing officer, probation officer, and law enforcement officer who 
is actively participating in criminal or juvenile proceedings involving the child; 

7. The county counsel, city attorney, or any other attorney representing the petitioning agency 
in a dependency action; 

8. Member of a child protective agency as defined in Penal Code § 11165 .9; 

9. The California Department of Social Services in order to carry out its duty to oversee and 
monitor county child welfare agencies, children in foster care or receiving foster-care assistance, 
and out- of-state placements; 

10. The Juvenile Justice Commission; 

11. A judge, commissioner or other hearing officer assigned to a family law or probate case with 
issues concerning custody or visitation, or both, involving the minor, if actively participating in 
the family law or probate case; 

12. A court appointed investigator, evaluator or person conducting a court-connected child 
custody evaluation, investigation or assessment pursuant to Section 3111 or 3118 of the Family 
Code or Part 2 (commending with Section 1500) of Division 4 of the Probate Code, if actively 
participating in the family law or probate case; 

13. Counsel appointed for the minor in the family law case pursuant to Section 3150 of the 
Family code. Prior to allowing counsel appointed for the minor in the family law case to inspect 
or copy the file, the court clerk may require counsel to provide a certified copy of the court order 
appointing him or her as the counsel for the minor, if actively participating in the family law 
case. 

D. PROCEDURE FOR THE INSPECTION OF THE JUVENILE COURT FILES: 

1. To inspect and/or copy Juvenile Court files, individuals and agencies authorized under 
sections II and III, above, must file a Declaration in Support of Request to Inspect and/or Copy 
Juvenile Court Records without Court Order (form L-0673). The declaration may be filed in the 
Juvenile Court. 

2. Persons not authorized under sections I-III above, must obtain the Juvenile Court's 
authorization to inspect and/or copy Juvenile records via an 827 Petition to inspect and/or copy 
juvenile case files. The Petition must be filed on approved Judicial Council Forms (JV 569-



574). The Petitioner must be specific as to the items requested and reasons for the request, as 
provided by California Rule of Court 5.552 (c) (1) & (2), as to the items requested and the 
reasons for the request. The Petition shall be filed at the Juvenile Court. 

This Juvenile Court Administrative Order is to remain in effect until otherwise ordered by the 
Presiding Judge of Juvenile Court. 

Dated this 29th day of March, 2012: 


